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INTRODUCTION 
The British Education Index (BEI) is one of the main subject databases for you to 
identify scholarly and research journal articles for your study. You can also find 
details of papers delivered at the main education conferences in Britain and it will 
provide details of many full text reports that are useful pointers of what to look out for 
when searching a topic. 
 
Please note that when you search screen displays may have changed as the Digital 
Library and database are updated. 
 

HOW TO GET STARTED 
1. Go to University Library Web Site http://libweb.anglia.ac.uk  
2. Login to the Digital Library using your Library barcode and password  
 

 
 
 
Click on Database Finder 
3. Type BEI in the search box. 

Formatted: Font color: Auto

Formatted: Font color: Red



 

 

 
 
 
4. Select BEI: British Education Index (Dialog) from the results list 
5. Choose British Education Index by ticking the box next to it and clicking on 
Advanced Search 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

6. Choose which subject you are going to search on. For example, we are 
searching for the foundation subject Art: so we type art in the search box and 
click on Search. 
 

 
7. The next screen shows the database has over 2000 results with art as a keyword.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over 2000 records are too many, so we need to narrow it down. One concept we 
need to consider for the module is creativity. So we enter that as a term and get the 
following: 



 

 

 

 
8. Now we need to carry out a combined search to find articles that are about 
creativity AND art. We do this using the ‘logical operator’ and. We can either 
enter the search art and creativity, or we can simply search under the No. of 
the search, in this case 1 and 2, and then click on search. 
 

 
 
By combining the key words art and creativity the results are reduced to 82. 
 
 
9. You may decide that you will look through each of them. Or you might want to 
narrow the search further – e.g. you might want to try to get items that are 
primary education only. To narrow further, type in the word primary  
and then follow the combine steps above, or make a single search 3 (i.e. the search 
number) and primary 
 



 

 

 
 
10. This narrows the number of results to 16. To look through the results, click on 
show titles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HOW TO DISPLAY RESULTS 
 
When you have clicked on show titles, you will see that there are boxes next to each 
record. To obtain a list of references you are interested in, tick the box. 

 
 
11. When you have selected a list of references by ticking the boxes, scroll down to 
the bottom of the window. You now have options to display, save, print or email your 
list. 
 

 
 
12. Finding the full text of the references.  
Click on the link “Check for Full text SFX”. Click on this for the Digital Library 
SFX service to check if the article is available in another database. 



 

 

 
If the SFX window indicates full text is available, follow the links through to 
the full text 
 

 
 
The reference may be for a conference paper or report available in full text from 
within BEI. Expand the display of the record by clicking on 
Link to abstract/database record. 

 
When you have opened the full record, click on the link to the full text 
conference paper.  The arrow points to the relevant link 

 
 
13 Further help and advice 
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If you need help while using British Education Index, there are extensive self help 
pages explaining all the features of this database at the top of the Dialog Datastar 
window. 

HELP 
If you need more help with using this database, please ask at the Enquiry Desk at 
your site Library or use our ‘Ask Us’ service www.libweb.anglia.ac.uk/askus/ 
You can make an appointment with a member of your subject team for more hands-
on help. We can also offer seminars and workshops for small groups; please 
contact: 
 
Chelmsford: 
Carol McMaster: Faculty Liaison Librarian (carol.mcmaster@anglia.ac.uk) 
0845 196 4643 
 
Rebecca Mackle, Assistant Librarian (rebecca.mackle@anglia.ac.uk) 
0845 196 4623. 
 
Cambridge: 
Andrew Bethune, Assistant Librarian (andrew.bethune@anglia.ac.uk) 
0845 196 5022 
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