
 

 

LexisLibrary Database 
 

CONTENT 
LexisNexis Butterworths is a comprehensive legal database, which gives 
access to law case reports, legislation, commentary on the law , legal journals 
and bulletins.  It covers England and Wales, UK and Europe, and has access 
to overseas materials. Key Resources include:- 
Halsbury’s Laws of England - encyclopaedia of law 
All England Law Reports 1936- to date 
All England European Cases 1995- to date 
All England Commercial Cases 1999 to date 
All England Official Transcripts 
All Enland Reporter 
Statutes in force and in full text from 1267 and SIs from 1786 
Encylopaedia of Forms and Precedents 
UK and International Journals  

HOW TO GET STARTED 

Where to find the Lexislibrary database 
Getting started from:- http://libweb.anglia.ac.uk, choose  
the Digital Library, and login to your Digital Library account, select the Advanced search tab,  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
and from the drop down list select Law 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the subject options 
on the left select Law.  
the legal database. 

Lexislibrary will be displayed on 
the right as a database to access 
and search.  Click on the 
Lexislibrary link to open the 
database. 



 

USING THE SEARCH SCREENS 
If you know the type of document you require, eg a law report or statute, 
use the Quick Find Form on the home page and search the document type 
by keyword. 
 

 
 
If you want to find information on a particular subject use the Explore Form on 
the home page to search for information on a subject .   
Use can use the search terms box, for your own terms or the choose topics 
link for ideas on terms to search by, then select the content you want to 
search through by ticking the content boxes.. 
 
 

HELP 
Search tips are available from the link at the bottom of the main page on the 
Lexis database.  These will help you combine search terms to find more 
relevant material.  (The connectors or symbols used for the search techniques 
can vary with individual databases.) 
Help - An online search guide is available from the main pages of Lexis 
database at:-
http://www1.lexisnexis.co.uk/lnb/downloads/LNB_Basic_Quick_Start_Guide-
Academic_Word_Version.doc 
Throughout the database relevant help pages and tutorials are available in the 
top right hand corner of each page. 

For legislation, fill in the legislation title and year. 
For a case, fill in the party name/s. 
For a journal article, fill in all or part of the title of the article or 
citation. 
For forms or precedents, fill in the title or number, 
For a particular source, fill in all or part the name of the source 
 
                                                                 and then click Find

Help 
pages 



 

HOW TO SEARCH 
CREATING AND REFINING A SEARCH (use on any Search terms box) 
Think of some terms and phrases which reflect the search you want to make. 
 
Use connectors such as AND and OR to link terms and phrases and their 
alternatives. Search terms are not case-sensitive 
Eg:- 
air bags AND safety 
company AND bankrupt 
Medical negligence OR clinical negligence 
Financial Services Authority OR FSA  
 
Use the following techniques to refine your search. 
Use truncation for the root of words eg negligen!  
Eg:- 
negligen!        finds negligence, negligence, negligently and negligible 
pollut!             finds "pollution", "pollute" or "polluted",  
environment!  finds "environment" or "environmental" 

 
Use a wildcard for letters you are unsure of  eg.  g*psy  
Eg:- 
g*psy finds gipsy and gypsy 
p**rson finds Pearson or Pierson 
But also to widen search 
int**net finds both internet and intranet 
 
Use connector order and priority to gain further relevance in your search 
results 
 
To link terms and give specific proximity to terms use w/n   
Eg:- fraud w/3 taxation finds fraud within three words of taxation 
To find words in the same paragraph use w/p   
Eg:- section 23 w/p order 
To find words in the same sentence use w/s  
Eg:- circumstances w/s mitigate!  
These connectors can be combined 
Eg:-school W/25 liab! AND rugby OR football OR game W/10 injur! 
 Eg:- factory OR plant w/15 pollut! OR environment! 
Will find documents where either "factory" or "plant" is within 15 words of 
"pollution, pollute or polluted" or "environment or environmental". 
To find a search term which precedes the second within a number range use 
pre/n   
NB.  the value of n can be up to 255. 
 
 



 

UNDERSTANDING THE RESULTS DISPLAY 

 
 
Results will be displayed in two parts, on the left will be the sources of 
information, and on the right the documents with links to the full text, the 
specific source and date of the document appear in the right hand column. 
 

FURTHER SEARCHING 
To undertake detailed searches for Cases, Legislation, Commentary (from a 
legal encyclopaedia) Forms and Precedents, Journal Articles, use the tabs, 
along the top of the home page for a dedicated search screen 
 
Use the Practice Area tab to find material within particular areas of law these 
include:- 
Company and Commercial 
Employment 
Family 
Financial Services 
Litigation 
Personal Injury 
Private client 
Property 
Public sector 
Tax and Accountancy 
 
 
 
 
 

Sources of 
information 

Titles of 
documents, 
link to full text 
versions 



 

HOW TO FIND INFORMATION ON CASES – USING THE CASES 
SCREEN 

Within the Lexis database click on the Cases tab for a dedicated screen to 
search for cases.  Choose the Cases option. 
 
Click on the Cases tab for a dedicated screen to search for cases 
 

 
 
 
To find cases by  party name/s use the Case name boxes.   
Search for Seal v CC of South Wales Police using both boxes,select the  key terms 
in each party name. 
 
Eg. Seal and South Wales 
 
Select an appropriate source from the Sources drop-down list.  For the most 
comprehensive coverage use the default all subscribed cases sources. 
  
To find cases on a particular topic use the Search Terms box. 
To make your search results more relevant, use the search techniques under 
search tips. 
Use the Summary box, to add further search terms found in the Catchwords, 
Headnote or Judgement sections of a similar case. 
 
If you have the details of a  specific law report, find the law reporting series 
using the Browse box or search by Citation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Use the case name boxes 
to search by party names 

Use the Search Terms box for a 
subject search, use the search 
tips to make your search more 
relevant.  
Use the summary box to add 
further search terms. 



 

In the results screen click on the title of the case for the full report. 
 

 
 
 
 
Use the Find out more box for additional information on this case such as 
related commentary, cases or journal articles. 
 

 

HOW TO FIND INFORMATION ON CASES – USING THE 
CASESEARCH SCREEN 

Within the Lexis databasse click on the Cases tab for a dedicated screen to 
search for cases.  Choose the CaseSearch option. 
Use this option to find if a case is still good law, or its significance in case law, 
or for a summary of the case. 
 
Find the case you want by case name, by citation or by subject keywords. 

 

Use CaseSearch to find the case history of 
your case, and its current status. 
 
Search by the party names in Case name  
or by citation, or by subject. 

Find out more, by clicking on 
the relevant option 

Click on titles for 
the full text report 
of the case. 



 

Results will be displayed with the hearings of the case at the various levels of 
court, and the status of the case is indicated in the far Signal column. Select 
the court hearing from the highest level of court, to view the history of the 
case, and click on the title. 
 

 
 
From this link will be displayed a full history of the case, charting the progress 
through the court/s of the case, together with details of other law cases which 
have referred to this case, and cases considered by this particular case.  A 
Digest or summary of the case, can also be viewed together with 
Catchwords, which can be used to help find other similar cases.  

 
 
Signals used in LNB to indicate what kind of treatment a case has received at 
each level of court and if can be relied on as good law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hover over the signals for 
a summary of status 

Highest court 
hearing 
available 

Details of treatment in court, can be 
checked against the table below. 



 

Type Value Description 

 Negative Treatment 
Icon 

This indicates that the decision has been subsequently reversed, 
disapproved or overruled. 

 Cautionary 
Treatment Icon 

This indicates that the decision has had some doubt cast on it. 

 Positive Treatment 
Icon 

This indicates that the decision has received positive treatment: 
affirmed, applied, etc. 

 Neutral Treatment 
Icon 

This indicates that the decision has received neutral or 
ambivalent treatment: considered, explained, etc. 

 Information Icon This indicates that no treatment has been given--only citation 
information is available. 

 
 

HOW TO FIND INFORMATION ON LEGISLATION 
Within the Lexis database click on the Legislation tab for a dedicated screen 
to search for Acts and Sis.  For European Material choose the option marked 
International Legislation. 
 

 
To find a specific act search in the Title box and Year box, if you are looking 
for a section this can be searched for using the Provision box. 
Eg. Search for the Data Protection Act 1998 Section 2 using the three 
boxes. 
To search for legislation on a particular subject use the Search terms box. 
Select an appropriate source from the Sources drop-down list, for the most 
comprehensive coverage use the default All Subscribed Legislation Sources. 
The Results screen will list the entire Act by sections,on the left, these can be 
Browsed, while on the right the section will be available in full text, supporting 
information is available from the Find Out More box. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

HOW TO FIND JOURNAL ARTICLES 
Within the Lexis database click on the Journals tab for a dedicated screen to 
search for UK Journal articles   
 
To find a journal article by subject using the SearchTerms box. 
 
To find a particular article, you may search by author and/or article title 
and/or citation 
 
Select an appropriate source from the Sources drop down list , for the most 
comprehensive coverage use the default All subscribed Journals source. 
 
To search a particular journal select the journal title from the Sources drop 
down list, or choose More sources, for further titles to select and add to the 
search screen. 
 
Use Bulletins to search through a selection of Bulletins for up to date material 
relating to specialist practice areas. 
 
Use Journals Index to search for a range of article references, from 1995, 
which may be in full text on this database.  
Use the e-journals tab in the Digital Library to trace those not available on this 
databse in full text, or look on the Westlaw database. 
 

Details of the status of sections 
can be found through the Find 
Out More box. 
 
Is it in Force? deals with the initial 
commencement of statutes.  
 
Check in Halsbury's Statutes 
Citator for any repeals or other 
amendments affecting this 
enactment 



 

For European Material choose the option International Legislation. 
 

 
 
For international material using the Sources tab, to find international journals, 
by individual journal title, or by broad subject groups, these can then be added 
to the Sources box on the search screen, to facilitate searching. 
 
Use the keyword option to trace a known source, or use the boxes to select a 
publication type, for journals use Legal Journals and Law bulletins, select a 
relevant subject area and geographical area if required. 
 
This will provide a list of journal titles, which may be selected and added to the 
search screen, or be browsed chronologically. 
 
 

HOW TO SAVE RESULTS 
Usint the tickboxes on the left of a results page a selection can be printed, e-
mailed or downloaded.  

HOW TO QUIT 
Use the Sign Out option on the top right hand side of the screen. 
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Use Search terms to trace articles 
by subject, refine your search with 
connectors, look in Search tips for 
more details. 

If the journal title you need is not 
listed, try More sources or try under 
the Sources tab at the top of the 
screen   


