
Referencing using OSCOLA

Section 2
The basic principles



Principles

• OSCOLA is based on principles of:
– Consistency. 
– Consideration for the reader.  
– A minimum of punctuation. 

• When citing materials not specifically 
mentioned in OSCOLA, use its general 
principles as a guide.



Footnotes

• OSCOLA is based on the use of footnotes 
– if you don’t know how to insert a footnote 
in Word, you can find instructions in the 
online OSCOLA tutorial (in the FAQ 
section).

• Place the footnote marker at the end of the 
sentence, unless it needs to be next to a 
specific word or phrase for the sake of 
clarity.







What do you do if you cite the 
same source several times?

• There is no need to repeat all the 
information each time (although it is OK to 
do so)

• In a subsequent footnote you can give just 
the author’s name and refer back to the 
footnote where you gave the full 
information.



Example

• If in footnote 3, you refer to J Bloggs, 
OSCOLA Made Easy (20th edn, Sanity 
Press 2011)

• and you refer to it again in footnote 25, 
you only need to put: 

Bloggs (n 3)



Use of ibid

• If the subsequent footnote immediately
follows the one where the full citation is 
given, you can use the Latin term ibid.

• This is short for ibidem, which means ‘in 
the same place’.



Quotations

• Quotations of up to three lines are 
incorporated in the text, with single 
quotation marks. 

• Quotations of over three lines are 
indented, with no quotation marks.  A line 
space is left before and after the indented 
paragraph.



Authors’ names

• Give the names as they appear in the 
publication: sometimes this will be a full 
name, other times just initials. 

• If there is no individual author, but an 
institution or organisation is identified, give 
that as the author.



Punctuation

• OSCOLA uses very little punctuation.  It is 
only used where it is essential to avoid 
confusion.

• Therefore, an author will be given as 
AC Smith, not A.C. Smith.


