Referencing using OSCOLA

Section 5
Internet sources



What's different about websites?

Not all websites are reliable (anyone can put
Information on to the internet)

Websites may present a biased, misleading or
Inaccurate viewpoint.

The variable quality of information freely available
on the internet makes it even more important to
provide detailed information.

Websites also move, change or are deleted: another
reason to make sure you provide as much
Information as possible.



Referencing a website

Remember the basic purpose of referencing is to
document

Who wrote it
Where, when and by whom it was published.

A website needs all this information, but a further
guestion is often relevant for websites — why this
was written.

Why is this important for websites?



What information do you need to include?

Look at the instructions in the Citing the Law online
tutorial

Some of it is the same as for citing a book:
Author
Title

Note that sometimes an individual author is not
given. In that case, use the name of the
organisation responsible for the website.
Remember the purpose is to tell the reader who is
responsible for writing the material.



And what else?

Within brackets, include any additional
iInformation which is relevant. This will vary
depending on the nature of the source. For
example, if the source Is a speech given by a
government minister, the location and occasion
would be relevant. Use your common sense
here!

Give the url of the site
And the date you accessed it
The following slide gives an example
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What information do you need?

Remember, if there is a named author, give their
name.

In this case, there is no named author, so give
the name of the institution or organisation. In
this case ‘Home Office’

The title is ‘British Bill of Rights Planned’
The date is 16 Feb 2011

The url is http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-
centre/news/british-bill

The site was accessed on 20t February




How do you present this
iInformation?

Author first followed by a comma.:
Home Office,
Then the title, in single quotation marks:

‘British Bill of Rights Planned’



Then...

« Additional information in brackets — In this
case we can add the date (16 February
2011) and that this concerns a statement
to Parliament by the Home Secretary.

Then the url surrounded by <>:

<http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-
centre/news/british-bill>




And finally

 The date you accessed the site:

e accessed 20 February 2011



So the full reference would be...

« Home Office, ‘British Bill of Rights
Planned’ (Statement to Parliament by the
Home Secretary, 16 February 2011)
<http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-
centre/news/british-bill > accessed 20
February 2011




